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SUBJECT: SITREP ON NIGERIA 

1 . THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION AND AMERICAN EMBASSY IN 
LAGOS WERE STONED FEBRUARY 17 BY 300-500 STUDENTS SHOUTING 
QUOTE THEY MUST GO UNQUOTE. THE BRITISH, WHOSE BUILDING 
SUFFERED THE GREATEST DAMAGE, WERE ATTACKED BECAUSE OF A 
REPORT PUBLISHED IN LAGOS TODAY, THAT LT. COL. B. S. DIMKA, 

STILL THE ONLY PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED PLOTTER, VISITED THE 

HIGH COMMISSION IMMEDIATELY AFTER ANNOUNCING THE OVERTHROW 
OF THE MUHAMMED GOVERNMENT ON FEBRUARY 13. WE WERE IN- 
CLUDED IN THE DEMONSTRATION BECAUSE OF RUMORS THAT THE CIA 
WAS INVOLVED IN THE COUP. 
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2. ELSEWHERE IN NIGERIA, DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN GENERALLY 
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LIMITED TO MOURNING AND PRAISING THE LATE HEAD OF 
STATE. SHOCK AND XENOPHOBIA ARE RUNNING HIGH, HOWEVER. AND 
THE PUBLIC MOOD MIGHT STILL BE TENSE DURING A LARGE DEMON 
STRATION PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY 20 TO COMMEMORATE MUHAMMED. 
REUTERS, THE MOST IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL NEWS BUREAU IN 
NIGERIA, WAS SHUT DOWN FEBRUARY 17 FOLLOWING THE ARREST OF 
ITS BRITISH CHIEF AND TWO NIGERIAN EMPLOYEES, ALLEGEDLY 
FOR PUBLISHING UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF A TRIBAL DISTURBANCE 
IN NORTHERN NIGERIA. 

3. THE AMERICAN TENNIS PLAYERS WHOSE MATCH WAS BROKEN UP 
YESTERDAY BY A HANDFUL OF NIGERIAN SOLDIERS WERE GIVEN A 
SPECIAL PLANE BY THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT TO TAKE THEM TO 
ACCRA EARLY THIS MORNING. THEY HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY REACHED 
ROME WHERE THEIR NEXT TOURNAMENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 18. 

4. EXCEPT FOR DEMONSTRATIONS, LAGOS AND OTHER NIGERIAN 
CITIES HAVE RETURNED TO NORMAL. NIGERIAN BORDERS AND 
AIRPORTS REMAIN CLOSED, HOWEVER, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE THE 
AUTHORITIES ARE STILL LOOKING FOR LT. COL. DIMKA-AND 
POSSIBLY OTHER PLOTTERS. A CURFEW IS IN EFFECT FROM 8:00 
PM UNTIL 6:00 AM. 

5. UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON STILL PLANS TO VISIT LAGOS 
FEBRUARY 23-25 AS PART OF A TRIP TO FOUR AFRICAN NATIONS 
(ZAIRE, NIGERIA, EGYPT, AND ALGERIA). 

INGERSOLL UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SITREP, PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS, STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE038219 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IO/UNP:JFTEFFT:CB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760061-0212 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760239/aaaabhna.tel 

Line Count: 89 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 2 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 2 APR 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <1 1 AUG 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: SITREP ON NIGERIA 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, Nl, UK, US 
To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



